My name is Brooklyn Witherspoon. | am 10 years old and my favorite color is

glct(e)?md purple. My cousin Ayanna was very nice, had an energetic personality,

gg;':just amazing and nice and would always love everybody, would never do anybody any harm,
\?V%szﬂd come up and hug people. You know, she didn’t even know who they were, she was just, Ayanna
\?v%g?ust amazing. So basically, what happened with Ayanna was, she was sleep with her grandmother and
2gﬁzbody came into, well was outside of their house, and shot shot inside of their house, and
ggé4gasically got shot. That's basically the full description. Ayanna was seven years old and she,
iqt(:é()lly made me sad when she passed away. Ayanna was like a sister to me. We was so close.
I[)\(/)V.E?Seight years old because | am one year older than her. yeah. And what | did,

\?v1égfl>used something that was horrible and just made it something good to help other

E:d: 3;0 they're not in our same position. Just stay out of violence, stay off the streets,

2t1h1e? stuff like that. To give them something to do so they're not doing something bad.

'(I)':]azts; what my program is about A Bridge 4 Kids. | talked to my um, my mom, and | talked about mimi
\(/)v1hi:?1 is my grandmother. So, if i say mimi that means grandmother. So, I talked to my mimi and
ggé?:sélike, yeah, I'm totally on board with it. My mom's totally on board with it. And we're

j(t)}s.tﬁke okay. And then from there, blessings just started coming in and like, people started-

gg{éﬁr Christmas party- people started, we had a Christmas party, and first um, Sonya Dalton, her
g;fgéhter, was it was her first Christmas without her mother because her mother got hit by a car. So
ai%zad the Christmas party on the 21st, and her birthday was the 22nd, so it was kind of like
gi.r(i)sgtmas and a birthday for her. So, we just want to be nice and stuff like that for other people.
'?'ﬁg?irst thing we did was when the fire department um came, -thank you Fire Department
ng.ozrzhelping us we really appreciate y'alll - but they came and helped us and we loved it!
'?'ﬁfystaught the kids so much about um, fire safety. And then after that the firehouse came
2§d3t5hey like, said what happened, how do gas fires and all the different stuff like that and

?r?éizids really learned something. So, | loved it. It was fun. All ages do the different categories
g§i4380metimes we have to like, for little kids we have to like, section it off a little bit. So the
:‘Jirzétsitage of A Bridge 4 Kids is when everybody comes in. They're meeting each other. They're kind
2?i22rning. And then the second stage is Bridging the Gap where we have mentors come in. But we
Eisn.gif need a little bit more help with mentors. So, they can like come in and talk a little bit and
?r?égfe learning more stuff. And then Unity and Youth, and we have a lot of mentors and they like
roe:)’érlfcome in and start helping. And we have fire departments coming in and all that. And

tor?éi}ust they love it. | think it's really fun. We're trying to get people to come in

(a)gdztaalk to them about job interviews because we did have a six, well she still comes in,

\(/)v\ge?glk about a 16 -15-year-old and we're trying to get her a little summer job. It costs no money.
z?).tﬁing at all. And even if you need somebody to bring you, can always reach out to somebody.
I?‘?;Igz need to try to find a way to contact us, we can try to get you there you know.

gi.t5l3really think they can always come. It's been amazing. | really like all the



ggfgle who came in and helped Ms. Natasha Wilkes is one that helps. All my family.

Rllll.?;e people that give me awards. Everybody. | really love it. And when they give me awards
IO([ilgnz't just take it as, oh it's me, | take it as for everybody that's in A Bridge 4 Kids

2sd1 ?he awards, they mean something but to me, that means oh people are recognizing me,
?:égznizing me do something in Salisbury. Like when | was on the news, oh everybody's going
?(szfable to see it. Like they understand what I'm doing and from then kind of more kids came in
i(l)“;g:think about it. Because their parents are like, oh you have to go here it's really amazing.
IOtt?ngk the future will be most, they won't see many kids on the streets. | think there'd be no
Eit:fc))n the streets like, like you'll see kids out playing kickball with each other,

glt)?iig basketball. You see more kids coming together and playing together and

gg.tsgn the streets and stuff like that. | think we're going to start doing more.

aif)gaying our activities are not fun, but even more funner activities. Having, make,

gg':noore advertisements so people will keep coming in. And if you're a little person watching this,
33Q1Zould do anything! You are very strong and beautiful! Or if you're a boy, handsome.

S\Iséflffor a cause, not for applause. Live life to express, not to impress.

ai.rse(']s My story is funded in part by the Z Smith Reynolds Foundation. To share your

gfo?f please contact Rowan-Cabarrus Community College by emailing heresmystory@rccc.edu



